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Allahabind usenm af a Glance

The inception of Allahabad Museum in 1863 began with the Board of Revenue's request to
the Government of North- Western Provinces for the establishment of a public library and a
museum. With donations from the provincial government, the famous Orientalist Sir
William Muir and the Maharaja of Vijaynagaram, a superintendent of library & museum
was appointed and an ornate building was inaugurated in 1878 to house the collection. For
unforeseen reasons the museum closed down in 1881. The initiative to set up a new
museum in Allahabad was taken by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in 1923-24 under the
operational direction of Pandit Brij Mohan Vyas, the then Executive Officer of the board.
The museum was opened in the Municipal Building Allahabad in 1931. Under the tutelage
of Mr. Vyas, the museum acquired important collections, including ancient sculptures from
Bharhut and Bhumra, Satna district of Madhya Pradesh. In 1942, S.C. Kala, the first
Curator of Allahabad Museum gave the much needed impetus to enrich the collections of
the museum, especially adding The Personalia Collection and the Bengal School
Paintings. As space became a constraint, it was decided that the museum should be
shifted from the Municipal Board building to the present building in the Chandrasekhar
Azad Park. The foundation stone of the present museum building was laid on 14th
December 1947 by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and the museum was opened to the public in
1954. Seeing the significance of its collections of art and antiquities, it was declared an
Institution of National Importance by the Government of India, Department of Culture in
September 1985. A'Society' came into being under the Registration of Societies Act, 1860,
on 6th September 1985, to administer the activities of the Museum and thus the Allahabad
Museum became an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture, Government of
India. At present, it is fully funded by the Government of India. Since 2008 Hon'ble
Governor of Uttar Pradesh has been ex-officio Chairman of the Allahabad Museum
Society.

There are sixteen galleries in the Allahabad Museum. It houses a variety of collections
which include Stone Sculptures, Terracottas, Miniature Paintings, Modern Paintings,
Archaeological objects, Coins, Arms and Armour, Textile, Manuscripts, Farmans etc. The
collection also includes archaeological artifacts and exquisite art objects from different
parts of the country.

The sculptural art collection comprising of an abacus of an Ashokan pillar (3rd century
BCE), fifty-eight fragments of sculpture from the Bharhut stupa (2nd century BCE)
including scenes from the Jataka stories, pillars, crossbars and coping stones are
displayed in the Early Sculpture Gallery. The Medieval sculpture section is still more
attractive and varied, displaying the Vaishnava, Shatka, Shiva and Jain images. The
Museum also has a rich collection of Miniature Paintings and Modern Painting. The
Miniature Paintings belong to the Rajasthani, Pahari, Mughal and Company schools of
paintings. Paintings of Anagarika Govinda and those of the Russian artists Nicholas and
Svetoslav Roerich occupy a pride of place in the Modern Art Gallery. The Bengal School
collection comprises the works of Asit Kumar Haldar, Abanindra Nath Tagore, Gaganendra
Nath Tagore, Nand Lal Bose, Jamini Roy and Sudhir Ranjan Khastgir amongs others. The
Museum has an important personalia collection of manuscripts and letters of literary
luminaries like Sumitranandan Pant, Mahadevi Verma, Suryakant Tripathi 'Nirala', Maithili
Saran Gupta, Ram Kumar Verma and others. The Arms and Armour Collection of the
Allahabad Museum has unique pistols, rifles, guns, swords and body armor from the 18th
century to 19th century CE. The textiles and decorative arts collection includes fine gold
Zari work and exquisite wooden artifacts. It also has a Natural History section for the
children visiting the Allahabad Museum.




FREEDOM STRUGGLE
COLLECTION
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Letter written by Gandhi ji

Pictures from the rebellion of 1857 to India's
independence revolution can be seen in the
freedom struggle collection of the Allahabad
Museum. Letters and telegrams written by Father
of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi to C.F. Andrews,
Kamal Narayan Malaviya and Munshi Ishwariya
Sharan are important in the Freedom Struggle
collection of Allahabad Museum. An important
attraction of this collection are the matchstick
labels printed in countries like Sweden, Austria,
Japan, on which mythological and Indian gods
and goddesses are depicted.

Apart from these, the replication of the letter
written by Veer Savarkar, Amar Shaheed
Chandrashekhar Azad and Shaheed Thakur
Roshan Singh to his brother are also important
displayed materials. Pictures of patriots, who
contributed prominently in the freedom struggle
like Bahadur Shah Zafar, Nana Saheb Peshwa,
Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi, Begum Hazrat
Mahal, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Lokmanya Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, Mahatma Jyotiba Phule,
Khudiram Bose, Sardar Udham Singh, Lala
Lajpat Rai, Sardar Bhagat Singh, Amar Shaheed
Chandrashekhar Azad, Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru and Lal Bahadur Shastri are also
prominent part of the Freedom Struggle
Collection .
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Death of Karna

Modern painting collection is one of the most important
collection of the Allahabad Museum. In 1937, internationally
renowned artist Nicholas Roerich donated 19 of his paintings
which are displayed in the modern painting gallery of the
Museum. Later, his son Svetoslav Roerich also donated two of
his paintings to enrich this collection. Abanindranath Tagore,
Gaganendranath Tagore, Nand Lal Bose, S.N. Mishra, Shakti
Verma, Manish Dey, Vireshwar Sen, L.M Sen, B.N.Arya, K.N.
Majumdar A.K. Haldar, S.R. Khastgir and several other
important painters such as S.N Dey, Bhikshu Anagarik Govind,
Jamini Roy, A.R. Chugtai, D.P. Dhulia, P. Perumal,
A.C.Vasudev, Ram Gopal Vijayvargiya, R.N Dev, Mahadevi
Verma also gifted their collection of paintings to Allahabad
Museum.
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Holy Shepherd
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MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION
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About 6000 manuscripts are preserved in the Allahabad
Museum. These manuscripts are about two hundred years old
and their language is Hindi and Sanskrit. Manuscript is
basically a book written by hand. These manuscripts are
basically related to Puranas, Jyotish, Ayurveda, rituals, fast
stories and daily rituals.

Apart from this, the illustrated Gita Govinda, which are
engraved and painted on palm leaves, are particularly
noteworthy. Brajvilas in Hindi Devanagari, Sundar Kavi's
Sundar Singaar are also notable manuscripts illustrated with
beautiful paintings. In devotional texts, the name of Adhyatma
Ramayana, Radhavinodkavyam, Rukminimangal,
Ramcharitmanas etc. and in historical texts, the name of
Shahnama is important. It is also worth mentioning here that
these manuscripts are mostly fragmented.
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Shah-Nama

Historically, farman or decrees are the most authentic sources
of their time. These were basically orders of emperors, sultans
and zamindars in medieval times, which were given from time
to time to subordinates or subjects in the form of rewards,
happiness or help.

More than 500 decrees are stored in the Allahabad Museum. It
will also be necessary to make it clear here that the farmans
are called the decrees of the Sultans of the Sultanate. The rest
are orders or permissions which are called Parwana, Decree,
Warisnama, Altamga. Whatever is preserved in the form of
Farman in the museum is Land grants, Madad-e-mash, Khat,
Decree, Sukkah, Mafigrant, Taksimnama. Among them are
copies of the decrees of Akbar, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb and
the aids provided by the landlords of the princely states.

Farman of Alamgir Aurangzeb
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Handwritten Poem by Shri Suryakant Tripathi ‘Nirala’ ji
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A FAATres God Sl HT gedieidd Hiddr
Handwritten Poem by Shri Sumitranandan Pant ji

Literary collection based gallery of the Allahabad
Museum is the only gallery in the country
dedicated to the writers of Hindi literature. This
gallery was established by the eminent
Chhayawadi poet Pt. Sumitranandan Pant by
giving his personal collection to the museum.
Literary collection has material and manuscripts of
Mahapran Pt. Suryakant Tripathi ‘Nirala’, Mahiyasi
Mahadevi Verma, Kathasamrat Munshi
Premchand, Dr. Ramkumar Verma and Sriyut
Shrinaresh Mehta.

Itis noteworthy that Allahabad now Prayagraj has
been the literary capital of Hindi movement and
writers. It is well known that hardly any writer of
chhayavad and postchhayavad Hindi literature
who has not passed through Allahabad.

GAdeG HT S
Diary of Premchand
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COLLECTION

About 132 Thangka paintings are stored in the reserve
collection of the Allahabad Museum. These thangka were
received by the Allahabad Museum from eminent scholar Dr.
Raghuveer. The Thangka paintings are basically associated
with Buddhist worship and Buddhist deities.

The word thangka basically signifies mobility, which means
such pictures which can be easily carried from one place to
another place for worship. These paintings made on cloth
are influenced by the Buddha and originally from the
Buddhist Vajrayana Tantra, in which the names of
goddesses like Green Tara, Shyam Tara, Yamari and
Lokpals like Vajraveg, Vajrasattva, Vaishravana Amitesh,
Amitabha, Chaturbhuj Avalokiteshvara and Dhritarashtra
areimportant.

Jambhala Ushnishavijaya
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TERRACOTTA
COLLECTION
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Panchchooda

The Allahabad Museum has a huge collection of
terracotta, in which about 6,000 terracotta
figurines of Premaurayan, Shunga, Kushan and
Gupta periods are the center of attraction for
researchers and visitors. These terracotta
figurines have been obtained from historical
places like Kaushambi, Jhunsi, Bhita, Rajghat
(Varanasi), Kannauj, Sankisa, Mathura and
Ahichhatra, whose study gives us an introduction
to the contemporary art and culture of that
particular place.

Shunga period terracottas include Lakshmi,
Gajalakshmi, Bhudevi, Ratharudha king, various
types of chariots, decorative depictions, historical
depictions (Plaque of elopement of princess
Vasavadutta by Vatsaraja Udayan), mythological
narratives (Plaque of abduction of Sita by
Ravana), daily life and entertainment tours visuals
are noteworthy.

The Allahabad Museum has a huge collection of
terracotta, in which about 6,000 terracotta
figurines of Premaurayan, Shunga, Kushan and
Gupta periods are the center of attraction for
researchers and visitors. These terracotta
figurines have been obtained from historical
places like Kaushambi, Jhunsi, Bhita, Rajghat
(Varanasi), Kannauj, Sankisa, Mathura and
Ahichhatra, whose study gives us an introduction
to the contemporary art and culture of that
particular place.

Drummer
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NATURAL HISTORY
COLLECTION
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Pine Martin Martes martes
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This is the oldest collection of the Museum. The

uniqueness of this gallery lies in the fact that few rare
specimens besides a vast collection of specimen of other
animals of birds and mammals that flourished in our
country since Pleistocene period 12000-16500 years ago
e.g. Bengaltiger.

The gallery consists of 78 specimens of Aves and
Mammal confined to two rooms, All the above specimens
belong to kingdom-Animalia, Phylum chordata, class-
aves or mammals, Of the 78 specimens, 68 specimens
are birds. Most interesting among them are as follows :-

Small sized birds - Sparrow, little minivet. (Rajlal),
Medium sized birds - Kilkila common Pariah kite
(cheel),Barron owl, crow etc., Large sized birds - Horn bill,
Wegtalil etc.,

Singing birds - Tree Pie, Mythical birds - Rosy Partner
(Hama), Game bird - Koklas Pheasant- Scientific Name-
P. macrolopha, Nesting birds- Lap wing, Brain fever bird -
Common hawk (Papiya).

Endangered birds or Migratory birds - Blue Jay- Native of
America, Black headed oriole, Grey Tit- Native of South
Africa Scientific Name- Parus Afer ,black headed Munia
(GEE)

Birds of Prey - Falcon with Prey weg tail grey etc.

Out of these, birds population of some of them are
decreasing very fast such as Paradise fly Cather.

Some birds have been declared vulnerable such as falcon
with Prey, Indian red monkey, crow having red feathers,
literine warbler leopard, deer, tiger etc. and some of them
are near the endangered list of IUCN such as Red Panda,
common pigeon, Paradise, Fly catcher. Rest ten objects
are mammals such as Royal Bengal Tiger, Leopard, Beer,
deer etc among which the smaller specimen is that of red
monkey belonging to the class Mammalia. Excluding all
the above 78 objects marvelous piece i s that of Ostrich
egg. The egg of ostrich is a largest of any living bird and it's
shell is used by humans as a container as well as a
material for decorative art work. Average Size of egg is 15
cmlong (5.9 inches), 13 cm (5.1 inches) wide and weight
1.4kg, over 20 times the weight of a chicken egg.
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Spotted Billed pelican
Pelecanus philippensis

P i

Literine Warbler
" Setophaga petechia
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Statues related to Hindu, Buddhism and
Jainism are prominent in the bronze
collection of the Allahabad Museum. These
bronze artefacts from around 16th to 20th
century AD have been received from
various regions of India either as gifts or
under the rules of purchase committee of
the Allahabad Museum. In this collection,
the idols of Shiva, Ganesha, Vishnu,
Nataraj etc. made for religious purposes
are a major attraction from the point of view
of their excellent beauty and composition.
Apart from these, the bell received from
Burma, different types of nut cutters,
lamps, throne and toy carts are also
important attractions of this collection.
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Mehrabi Coin of Akbar

The reserve collection of the Allahabad
Museum has a beautiful collection of coins
from the 5th century BC to the modern period
in which the oldest coins are known as
"punch marked" which are made of copper
and bronze. Apart from this, there is also a
large collection of some Indo-Yavan coins
made of silver, 'Magha-Mitra' Satavahana,
Kushan, Gupta, Garhwal, Pala, Kedar
Kushan, Gaddhaiya as well as coins of
Sultanate rulers like Khilji, Suri and Balban
and later Mughalrulers.

Kushan ruler Vima Kadphises first
introduced gold coins in India. After this, the
Guptas issued a series of some important
gold coins, in which Chandragupta I's historic
commemorative coin on the matrimonial
relationship with the Lichchavis of Vaishali
and the Ashwamedha Yagya type coin
issued by Samudra Gupta are important. In
addition to the above, the Mughals also
introduced beautiful gold coins, in which
Akbar's 'Mehrabi' and his son Jahangir's
'Zodiac' type are the main ones. In this
sequence, Shahjahan also issued coins
containing beautiful calligraphy. The coins
make up of copper, silver and gold made
under the company rule and British Crown
rule are important
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The Decorative collection of the Allahabad
Museum is mainly a collection of wood,
textiles and various types of utensils.
Saharanpur's wooden curtain, table,
drawer, box, sofa, mirror, table made of
black wood from Bombay are prominent
among the wooden items. Among the
wooden idols one can see the idol of Lord
Ramaand the goddess of antra.

In textiles, the famous Baluchari saree from
West Bengal, Phulkari bedsheet from
Punjab, decorative bedsheet and shawl
from Assam and lehenga made of gold zari
are important collections. Another notable
decorative art collections are Dragon Lamp
from China, Hookah from Persia, Satsuma
Kettle and Satsuma Vessel from Japan, and
the porcelain saucer made in Holland
depicting the pictures of Pilibhit's mosque,
the scene of hunting in the forest, and the
poison pot. Among the precious artifacts
made of porcelain are vases, jugs,
hukkabase/ floorboard of Hukka and bowls,
which have been gifted by the Government
of Uttar Pradesh.

-]
Satsuma Kettle

Vase having design
of Dragon
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Autobiography of Pt. Javahar Lal Nehru

The objects in the Nehru Collection of the Allahabad Museum were gifted to the Allahabad Museum by the first
Prime Minister of India, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru himself. In this collection, special gift materials received by Pt
Nehru ji from India and abroad, greeting letters and some important letters related to India's Freedom Struggle
are noteworthy.
Some other important objects of this collection include Nehru's wedding invitation cards/letters written in
Persian language and a copy containing the details of the expenditure incurred in his marriage. Another
important attraction of the Nehru Collection is the Sandalwood Chariot with beautiful ivory icons of Lord
Krishna and Arjuna oniits top.

e Some of the other objects received as gifts of the Nehru

2 Collection include a lacquered casket from Burma, a replica of
Anand Bhawan received from Bhilwara, a replica of Naini Jalil,
replica of the Dam built on Bhakra Nangal and Kosi River are
important. Two volumes of Nehru ji's autobiography and the
account register of the Swaraj party are important objects of the
Nehru collection.
In addition to the above, greeting letters received from various
countries like Burma, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia and caskets made from Silver and Sandalwood are
important objects of collection. Photographs related to Nehru ji

qocol m from his childhood to his youth, which provide information about
i Eﬁ' 51 T T his life journey are also one of the important collections of the

Sandalwood Chariot Nehru Collection.
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MINIATURE
PAINTINGS

COLLECTION

The miniature gallery, based on the
miniature collection of the Allahabad
Museum, contain the paintings from the
18th and 19th centuries, On the basis of
style, these are as under:-

1.

Rajput or Rajasthani Style: In this style,
pictures of the personal and public life of
Rajput kings and queens, wildlife,
hunting, court, seraglio as well as
pictures of celebrations made by Bundi,
Kota, Kishangarh, Marwar and central
Indian Malwa painters defines the
lifestyle, valor, environment and
tradition of the time.

. Mughal style: It typically includes

paintings of Mughal emperors and
begums as well as their personal
hobbies, Mughalian dress, court culture
and splendor. Apart from these, these
paintings can also be seen from the
point of view of the beauty of Mughal art,
architecture, carving and mosaic.

. Pahari style: Although the urge to

cherish the Indian cultural and classical
tradition can be seen in almost all Indian
miniature paintings, but these Pahari
painters and their patrons scattered in
different centers like Pahari, Basauliand
Kangra made a commendable effort to
preserve Indian tradition and culture in
comparison to their personal identity.

. Company style: Paintings of this style

mainly depict the business and socidl™™
activities of the East India Company.

gl W foge=or
Controlling of Elephants

3

SCTRIETG WIEe & g Wug o
18 & 194} oreft & R Fuda & dur =9
T 3 AT o eregfor ehflepr & et
FARE, 5 AR F 3R W reifaf@d g

1. JISTYd 37T IR et suH 1,
PIeT, fBPTe, ARATS doiT AR Aretal
BRI gRT FAfHd 1519 st a2t A B
Jafthe 3R AdaiReE Siad, a1 itaq,
RIPR, &ER, IR F T & 3G F
RIS & R T deblei= sl e, ;RTshH,
TR 3R RERT B IR d Bl &

2. T Al : SIH WRIAR I TS STGLMal
3R SITHY & AT & 1 8 37h TTferan 211,

o, Rae desta 3R H-30-eiea :

At &1 5T 3TcTTal JTel dell I AT,
Tap1l G TG B GERell P AR I
MR P @ sasae

3. UEEl et : FEf YRd™ Wpia v
QAT TRART Bl 1 BT TG TPTHT T
R g AT & Seat ST e & foomg
TS, Sitelt 3R FHhTer S fafta Bl
faRER &1 TRTE) SeHEBRY 3R 5% TRera!
R FASTAT B Jea § WRAR TRERT 3R
FRpTel I HR&TeB! T Fcd ST fab|

4. e S 2 Qch P R & g e
20231 B BIefH ARG 3R AHIfHS
STffafERif % e Seeraa €l




PTHIT ANRT QrATeal $.9, ¥ SPTHT girel -
ol 2Tt $. 3 e & Teifdd wergp o
TIET & |39 T B HE: HIY, 9T, HuToT A
I[CAPRIE ¥ WS Bl o IRfad & forTd
HRieBTeA i oM, % e, QpTepTet Rgd
T B I A T & |

g AfARTH MR dAT HYRT Fedl, 5N B
HIOT el Y wfafAfa At €, § R gg
off 39 30T F F &1 g5 3MARTH
Bl od, B U PRI & AR &
FeTTHD Hotdd Wt ST T8 P 37 Heedquf
Herpiai gl

g4 HeAwIei Jfc Udbed § dael, UideR T
T JTsTaelt 3 wverur § fAfifd &g, sig vd 3=
Y & et &t et ot o & S wmy
PP 7 o & 11 orred St &1 5 TwE
Fhoa RARE T § 3w - R
FAEHRIAT, GTAR W Heiferd Ffcra, & &
Hfclall, AAATGHIY, ¥ i, GR e dar
TRRAAAB T4 &

J’u‘ S e

Bodhisattva Maitreya

4 X )

e
Hlcehl

SCULPTURE ™=

| STy
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Heafj’ of Buddha

In the ancient sculpture collection of
Allahabad Museum, artifacts related to the
history of circa 3rd century BC to 5th — 6th
century AD are stored. Artifacts related to
Maurya, Shunga, Kushan and Gupta period
are mainly preserved in this collection, in
which Maurya period pillar top, pillar
Yashti,stupa block of Shunga period Bharhut
Stupa are prominent.

Apart from these, the Buddha head made in
Gandhara and Mathura art,which are the
representative styles of Kushan art, are the
center of special attraction. Apart from these,
the artistic panels of the temples of Gupta
period Shiva, Shakta and Bhumra are also
otherimportantartifacts of this collection.

In the early medieval sculpture collection, the
artworks of all the three religions, Hindu,
Buddhist and Jain, were created under the
patronage of Chandela, Pratihara and Pala
dynasties, whose time is around 7th to 11th
century AD. Some of the special sculptures of
this collection are Uma- Maheshwar,
Lakshminarayan, idols related to
Dashavatara and Surya, Saptamatrikas,
Pillar capital, Doorjambs and Dancing
Damsels.
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The Allahabad Museum has a rich collection of arms and weapons,
some of which are part of the regular display in the arms gallery of the
museum. The rest of the weapons are kept in reserve collection.
These weapons are from around 17th to 20th century. Some of these
weapons are gifted by the old Manda state of Prayagraj. There are two
types of weapons in this collection, offensive and defensive. In
offensive weapons, sword, spear, poleaxe, dagger, various types of
guns like derringer pistol, multi barrel pistol, dueling pistol, flintlock
pistol, single barrel pistol, blender bus gun and machine gun are the
main ones.

Various types of protective shields and iron helmets are prominent in
defensive weapons. The main attraction of the collection is the sword
presented by the descendants of Chalukya princess Akka Devi to Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, the first woman Prime Minister of India. i '.'_?Fv\
|]T | I 4
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Sword of Chalukya Queen Akka Devi
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In the Archaeological collection of the Allahabad Museum, the head of a
wild buffalo/Gaur/Bison (about 1 to 1.5 million years old) and the Jaw of a
giant elephant (about 30 to 50 thousand years old) found in the Son river
valley of Sidhi district of Madhya Pradesh are the oldest displayed.

Neolithic stone tools obtained from the exploration of the archaeological
sites in Allahabad, Mirzapur, Banda, Hamirpur, Lalitpur and Jhansi
districts of Uttar Pradesh can be seen in this collection.

Apart from these, cave rock paintings found in caves located at Allahabad,
Robertsganj and Bhainsore are also major attractions of this collection.
Fragments of painted and perforated pottery, human and animal terracotta
figurines, rings, beads, conical and square objects, bangles, wait and
measures and chert blades recovered from Mohenjodaro, the main site of
the Indus civilization, are important objects of this collection, which
represent the Harappan orindus civilization.

Chalcolithic objects can also be seen in the archaeological collection, in
which copper-made anthropomorphic figure obtained from Badayun and
copper tools obtained from Bithoor near Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh are
important exhibits. Beads made on semi-precious stones like chert, jasper,
carnelian, agate, crystal etc. are an integral part of the Archaeological
collection. These beads made in various shapes of animals and birds
testify to the efficiency of the artisans. Most of these beads are obtained
from Kaushambi, Uttar Pradesh.
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Allahabad Museum

(Ministry of Culture, Government of India)

Chandrashekhar Azad Park,
Kamala Nehru Road, Prayagraj - 211002
E-mail: allahabadmuseum@rediffmail.com
allahabadmuseum.admn@gmail.com
allahabadmuseumeducation@gmail.com
website : www.theallahabadmuseum.com
Twitter / ) @allahabadmuseum
Facebook /g3 @allahabadmuseum
Instagram /[@ @allahabadmuseum
Tel: 0532-2408237, 2407409, 2408690
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